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Living Water Lutheran Church exists to give the triune God's pure gospel in Word and 
sacrament to thirsty souls in our congrega on, our community, and the world. 

It’s literally Greek to you, but you 
might s ll be able to sound out the 
three words which greet you as you 
enter the chapel at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary, our synod’s 
seminary in Mequon. Say it with me: 
kay-RU-ksa-teh tuh oi-an-GE-lee-on 
(or something like that). Forget the 
phone cs. Here’s what it means: 
“preach the gospel,” just as Jesus 
commanded his disciples to do 
before his ascension. 

A short stroll from that chapel is a 
statue of Mar n Luther, the monk 
who really got the Reforma on 
rolling with his 95 Theses, with his 
many wri en works (including his 
Small Catechism), and with his 
pastoral heart. On the base of that 
statue is something that is much 
easier for you to read. It’s this quote 
from Luther: I simply taught, 
preached, wrote God’s Word; 
otherwise I did nothing. And while I 
slept, or drank Wi enberg beer with 
my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the 
Word so greatly weakened the papacy 
that no prince or emperor ever inflicted 
such losses upon it. I did nothing; the 
Word did everything. 

“Preach the gospel.” … “I simply 
preached God’s Word.” Are you 
sensing a theme? At the heart of the 
Lutheran Reforma on, which we will 
celebrate later this month, is the way 
that God used a number of 
Chris ans to let his Word shine in its 
truth, purity, and power, just as Jesus 
commanded. As Lutherans, we have 
inherited the Reformers’ confidence 
that the Word of God works, 
whether it’s contemplated in the 
heart, read at worship, or a ached to 
water or bread and wine. So, when 
we celebrate Reforma on, we are 
celebra ng the way God used his 
Word to work on the hearts of 
people five hundred years ago in 
Europe and the way he has worked 
on our hearts through his Word as 
it’s been preached, taught, and 
a ached to the sacraments. 

This heritage and emphasis are alive 
and well at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, too. Our seminary likely 
will never produce a man of such 
historical, academic, or theological 
importance such as Mar n Luther, 
but that’s not really the point. Our 
seminary is about the pastor-

PREACH THE GOSPEL 

[Jesus] said to 

them, “...Preach the 

gospel” 

—Mark 16 15 (ESV) 



 

professors forming young 
men to be pastors who both 
preach the gospel (as they’re 
reminded every day into 
chapel) and who trust the 
Word to do everything (as 
Luther encourages them to 
do). 

My prayer for you is that this 
is what you find at Living 
Water, too. I pray that you 
find a place where the gospel 
is preached. I pray that you 
know you will hear the good 
news about Jesus’ forgiveness 
through the Scriptures that 
are read, the sermons that are 
preached, and the sacraments 
that are given to you. That’s 
my prayer because I know 
that if that happens, the 
Word will do everything it 
needs to do in your life. The 
Word will comfort your 
conscience and strengthen 
your ability to live out your 
various Chris an roles un l 
God calls you home to 
heaven. 

We celebrate the Lutheran 
Reforma on not because we 
want to hang onto some 
ethnic or cultural heritage 
from Europe. We celebrate 
the Reforma on because it 
reminds us to have 
confidence in the simple 
mission our Savior gave us, 
his Church: Preach the gospel! 

Giving God the glory with 
you, 

Pastor Voss  

An Open Forum was held on 
Sunday, September 25. 
Approximately 40 people a ended 
this Open Forum to discuss the Site 
Plan that had been presented in 
August. Several others shared their 
input via the survey that has been 
available. 

The mee ng opened with an 
overview of our Mission Statement, 
Core Values, and the Vision 
Statement. A summary of the 

meline and key events in the 
development of the Site Plan was 
also given. Finally, some ways in 
which the Site Plan addresses key 
por ons of the Vision Statement 
were presented. 

Many though ul ques ons and 
comments were raised in the 
mee ng. Some highlights included 
the development of outdoor 
spaces—from parking lots, traffic 
flow, and required fire lanes to 
prayer garden and picnic shelter 
possibili es. Another point that was 
raised was a sugges on to explore 
ways to beau fy our current 
worship space. Iden fying the most 
immediate needs to make sure that 
those are addressed first was also 
brought up in the mee ng. 

Financial ques ons were also raised 
in the mee ng, including about our 
current financial state and our ability 
to con nue to financially support 
our ministry if we undertake a 
building project. It was 
recommended that we research 
details of the financials to bring that 
informa on to the congrega on at a 
later date. 

The Site Commi ee recently met to 
discuss the comments and ques ons 
from the Open Forum. Discussions 
included beginning to inves gate 
the financial aspect of a building 
project, looking at what ac ons the 
congrega on can take now—such as 
a chancel beau fica on project, and 
discussing specific concerns that 
were raised.  

If you have any ques ons or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact a member of the Site 
Commi ee. The surveys will remain 
available for a few more weeks. 
Thank you to everyone who shared 
their thoughts and ques ons 
already. 

Please watch for more informa on 
regarding the Site Plan and the next 
steps for our ministry. 

OPEN FORUM RECAP 



 

PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer: 

· As we thank you for the Lutheran heritage which has been handed to us. 
We pray for those who share our same Lutheran faith, that you keep us in 
your Son Jesus Christ un l life everlas ng. 

· For the mission and ministry of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary as it trains 
future pastors of our synod. Empower the faculty and staff for their callings 
and tasks and equip the students for gospel ministry. Help us encourage 
young men to consider entering the pastoral ministry. 

· For gospel ministry here at Living Water. Thank you for the work that has 
been done for our site plan and for all those who have contributed their 
thoughts and ques ons. Give us foresight, wisdom, and faithfulness to plan 
for future ministry and to carry share your gospel right now. 

· For all those in our congrega on ba ling physical or mental illness, 
especially as the flu season nears and as the days become grayer and 
shorter. Send your angels to protect body and mind and grant the Holy 
Spirit to comfort and guide them. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

MISSION & MINISTRY SUNDAY UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
 
October 8—Cra  Fair 

October 16—Mission & 
Ministry Sunday 

October 22—Trunk or Treat 

November 3—Blood Drive 

November 23—
Thanksgiving Worship 

By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; my soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why waver at this word of promise? Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
So then this word must true remain: by grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain. 

—CW 575 st. 1 

We will celebrate our annual Mission 
& Ministry Sunday on October 16 & 
17. 

This year’s worship will celebrate and 
thank God for the work that WELS 
does through Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary. 

The seminary’s purpose is to equip 
pastors for our synod and for 
churches and cultural groups within 
our wider fellowship. To do this, the 
seminary calls pastors to form the 

next genera on of pastors who will 
proclaim the gospel—the good news 
about Jesus. But the seminary 
recognizes God’s hand and control 
over all of this, just as he guided Elijah 
and Elisha, Paul and Timothy, Jesus 
and the apostles. 

Professor Aaron Chris e will be our 
guest preacher. Professor Chris e 
teaches worship and preaching and 
also serves as the Dean of the Chapel 
at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  
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